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This guide informs residents of Multnomah
and Washington Counties about nearby
industrial air polluters, risk assessment in each
neighborhood, and how to work for toxic use
reduction. Portland Clean Air has completed
years of research so that neighbors can

Section 1. Getting the Facts

Government Agency Information on Air Pollution
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understand chemical air pollution with a
minimal investment of effort. It is cheaper for
industry to install reasonable pollution control
equipment and make a deal with neighbors
than to oppose the public. Both government
and industry require citizen oversight.

Agency and jurisdiction

Program

Information by Program

EPA
(US Environmental Protection
Agency)

TRI (Toxic Release
Inventory)

NEI (National
Emissions
Inventory)

NATA (National Air
Toxics Assessment)

A list of the largest industries and
the chemical waste they release.

Emissions estimates for electric
power plants, airports, asphalt, rock
crushing operations and other
select industries

Information on air pollution and its
effects on respiratory distress and
cancer nationwide

DEQ
(Oregon Department of
Environmental Quality)

ACDP (Air
Contaminant
Discharge Permit)

This is the state permit system for
air polluting industries in Oregon.

OSFM
(Oregon Office of State Fire
Marshall)

HSIS: (Hazardous
Substance
Information System)

This is state reporting on all toxic
substances on site at industries.

OSHA
(Occupational Safety and
Health Administration).

MSDS: (Materials
Safety Data Sheet)

Information on occupational risks of
hazardous chemicals.

Step 1: ACDPs

Locate nearby permitted industrial air polluters
— start at our website: portlandcleanair.org and
use the map on the front page. Zoom in to your
location. This map will show you the permits
issued by the state Department of
Environmental Quality; this permit is called an
Air Contaminant Discharge Permit, or ACDP.

This map shows 376 industrial air polluters
permitted by the DEQ. This map does not
include gas stations or dry cleaners that also
require an ACDP. The DEQ has a threshold for
reporting so that some companies that release
chemicals into the air are not required to have
an ACDP. ACDPs do not account for industry
polluting on the land or in waterways.
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The type of permit gives you a general idea of
how much the industry pollutes:

/Air Contaminant Discharge Permits \

Title V permit
Standard Permit
Simple Permit

most air pollution

General Permit
Basic Permit

! no permit least air poIIution/

* Note that some industries without a permit
pollute more than some permitted industries.

When you click on any of the symbols on the
map, a pop-up window appears from the left
side of the screen, which gives you a link to
their permit. Choose the "whole document pdf."
The permits of the industries with a tear-drop
symbol have a link to the entire ACDP and
Review for that industry in full text. This is for
Title V, Standard, and Simple Permits. The
other companies on the map, which have a
yellow numbered sign or a black circle denoting
General or Basic Permits have not been scanned
by PCA. We have included a link to the generic
permit which contains the narrow emissions
parameters these types of permit allow. These
parameters may be enough to understand
emissions from smaller polluters. However, if
an industry is a concern for you, it may be best
to request the full ACDP and Review from the
DEQ. More ACDPs are added to the map as we
get them.

If you request the full Permit and Review from
the DEQ, you will be required to make one
request per facility. Be aware that there are fees
associated with each request. Some exemptions
to the fees are available. For more information
go to:
http://www.deq.state.or.us/records/recordsReq
uestFAQ.htm

You can pay higher fees and have the DEQ mail
the Permit to Review to you. You can pay less
by making an appointment to go in person to
the DEQ. They will provide a physical copy of
all the ACDPs and Reviews you are after in a
reading room. The Reading room has electric
outlets and desks so you can plug in your
scanner. This is how Portland Clean Air got the
scans of the Permits and Reviews for 110
industries on our website: we scanned 1600
pages at the DEQ which took two of us 24 hours
to scan. To arrange an appointment:

call DEQ at (503) 229-5696

Step 2: EPA TRI

Go to: portlandcleanair.org and look under the
heading Portland Pollution Maps at the bottom
of the page. Click on Portland 2014 EPA Toxics
Release Inventory. This is for all of Multhomah
County. Email greg@portlandcleanair.org for a
copy of Washington County EPA TRL

On the first page of the report, you will see a
map. Locate your neighborhood. Polluters who
use above a threshold of especially dangerous
chemicals, and have ten or more full time
employees, are required to file a TRI. Find more
information about each polluter on the
following pages of the PDF file.
You will see each polluter and
their address, the type of
chemical waste they release into
the air, the amount they release
into the air each year, and
whether their emissions are
classified as carcinogenic,
mutagenic, and/or toxic.

Step 3: EPA NEI

For EPA National Emissions Inventory go to:
portlandcleanair.org and look under the
heading Portland Pollution Maps at the bottom
of the page. Click on "Map of All Permitted and
Unpermitted Industry." At the bottom right of
the page is our Excel spreadsheet and pdf files



with NEI emissions reporting for electric power
plants, airports, asphalt, rock crushing
operations and other industries. PCA is
working on making an online push button map
of this dataset (coming soon).

Step 4: HSIS

Go to: portlandcleanair.org and look under the
heading Portland Pollution Maps at the bottom
of the page. Click on "Map of All Permitted and
Unpermitted Industry"” for a map of all
Hazardous Substance Inventory System (HSIS)
industries. This map is of notable Multnomah
and Washington County State Fire Marshal
HSIS sites, which can assist in investigating
potential polluters. These sites handle some
amount of specific, reported hazardous
substances that can affect air and water quality.

For now please refer to the datasets at the right
of the page to view which chemicals are stored
on site. We are working to embed the data into
the map.

Step 5: Chemical Pollution Modeling

Go to: portlandcleanair.org and look under the
heading Portland Pollution Maps at the bottom
of the page. Click on or download Portland Air
Pollution Cancer Risk Maps by Portland Clean
Air.

These maps report cancer risks by concentration
of individual chemicals: diesel particulate,
arsenic, cadmium, butadiene, benzene,
naphthalene, formaldehyde, and acrolein. The
source is EPA National Air Toxics Assessment,
DEQ PATS study, and Forest Service Moss
Maps. You can use these maps to see how your
neighborhood in Multnomah or Washington
County is impacted by these carcinogens.

Step 6: Air Monitoring

Air monitoring equipment provides more
accurate information than modeling studies of
the hazardous chemical emissions that reach

your neighborhood. PCA is about to receive a
Fourier Transform Infrared Spectrometer that
reports how much of each hazardous chemical
in the air. Inexpensive air sampling buckets can
be constructed that capture suspected air
pollution for the spectrometer. PCA is also
working for access to a diesel particulate
monitor. Email PCA if you are interested in air
monitoring for your area.

Fourier transform infrared spectrometer

Step 7: Health testing

The Material Safety Data Sheet (MSDS) on a
chemical can inform you about health risks of
chemicals to which you are exposed. To find a
specific MSDS: Google MSDS and a chemical
name. Check with your doctor about the
availability of urine and blood tests for you,
your family, your community and to check for
symptoms.



Air Monitoring Equipment for Field Tests

EPA-approved air sampling buckets cost about $100 to make and
capture air samples in a Tedlar bag. Tedlar bags are chemically
inert plastic bags that are sealed after being filled and the contents
are tested using a spectrometer. The buckets are not designed to
capture and measure formaldehyde. Formaldehyde badges are
small devices that can be clipped to clothing or a fence line. Five of
these badges cost $461 on Amazon and include the cost of analysis
by 3M labs. A diesel aerosol monitor is a small device that tests for
diesel particulate. This device tests continuously and can be
mounted to a car to sample a large area. PCA is communicating
with analytical chemists to devise a testing program for Portland
neighborhoods at low or no cost to residents.

3M clip-on
formaldehyde
monitor

Diagram of the Air Sampling Bucket
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covering regulatory compliance, safety training,
accident prevention, emergency response, waste
analysis and information systems, monitoring
programs, and waste minimization practices.
Neighborhood representatives could be given
permission to accompany regulatory agency

inspectors. Finally, the provisions of a good \\6(\

neighbor agreement can be
incorporated into a company's
ACDP - making the lesser-known

manufacturing companies enter into Q

good neighbor agreements. : 600

For more information on good
neighbor agreementgo to

www.portlandoregon.gov/oni O
/article/413126

Making Complaints

If air pollution - in general or from a
specific source - is bothering you,
complain to the DEQ. A phone call is sufficient, but
a follow-up letter is even better. The more
information you can include in your complaint, the
more effective it will be. Try to include the name of
the source you suspect, its location or address,
wind direction, temperature, smell, time of day,
associated noises, any ill effects you have
experienced, and any other similar information. To
register an air quality compliant with DEQ), kta
(888) 997-7888 Send writtencomplaints to
complaintintake@deq.state.or.us

Other avenues to make complaints include writing
letters to newspaper editors,
writing articles for neighborhood
newsletters, talking to your
neighbors, and calling your
elected representatives.
Contact Portland Clean Air
for help publicizing your
issue, creating written
materials, and getting your
neighborhood involved.

Making Waves

Sometimes the solution to an air pollution problem
is a lawsuit. When residents have tried everything,
legal action is an avenue worth pursuing, although
it has many pitfalls. Two types of lawsuits that can

Take legal action

be filed to address air pollution problems: those
based on the Clean Air Act and those rooted in the
common law principles of trespass and nuisance.

When congress established the Clean Air Act, it
anticipated that regulatory agencies such as the
DEQ would not always enforce the conditions

of ACDP permits. For that reason, Congress
o granted the public the right to force a
polluter to comply with the terms of its

permit through what is called the citizen's
suit provision of the Clean Air Act. These

age lawsuits to enforce permits cannot be
6( used to challenge the permits
themselves, one reason why it is so
?00( important for citizens to be involved

in determining the content of permits. In
this way, the permit shields polluters

Make (Dmplaints against citizen's suits as long as the

industry complies with the permit's
terms; it remains unclear whether this shield
protects a polluter if the permit does not address a
particular pollutant. If successful, these
enforcement lawsuits can provide attorney fees.

Lawsuits using common law principles of nuisance
and trespass provide another legal avenue to
address air pollution problems. Gaseous air
pollution, such as noxious smells, may be
actionable under nuisance law, which is intended
to protect under the substantial and unreasonable
interference of the use and enjoyment of one
person's property by another. Particulate matter air
pollution may be actionable under
trespass law, which protects against
the intentional, physical,
unconsented to, invasion of a
person's property.

This cursory discussion of law
should not be construed as a
substitute for consulting with a

lawyer regarding your legal rights
and any possible causex action
against a potential air polluter.
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